[The Meckel syndrome (author's transl)].
The Meckel syndrome is caused by an autosomal recessive gene. The three main features are encephalocele, polycystic kidneys and polydactyly. At least two of these should be present to establish the diagnosis. Several minor symptoms are observed in various combinations. The possibility of prenatal diagnosis is explained by a case report: A neural tube defect was diagnosed by ultrasonography and AFP-assessment in amniotic fluid whereas unfortunately the presence of polycystic kidneys was not recognized sonographically. The methods of today are able to detect the polydactyly but failed in this case. One can suggest that the complete prenatal diagnosis of the Meckel syndrome is not essential for clinical management since the presence of one major symptom will lead to legal abortion. The search for Meckel syndrome is important in cases of delivery of a child with multiple malformations, indicating a genetic counseling for each subsequent pregnancy.